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ch in 
2000 f

ound tha
t 38 per cent 

of
childr

en a
g
ed 7-11 w

ho 
ar
e dri

ven to sc
hool w

ould 
pr
ef
er to w

alk or c
ycle

.
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E
lectricity can be m

ade w
ithout

burning fossil fuels.It can be
m

ade by using the pow
er of

the
w

ind,w
aves and the sun.

M
aking electricity this w

ay is
cleaner because no polluting
gases are pum

ped out.

Less traffic m
eans less

polluting gases are pum
ped out

into the air.People can still
travel around using buses,
trains and tram

s.W
alking and

cycling also helps cut dow
n the

num
ber of

cars on our roads.
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It 
s a

 fa
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E
v
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30 per cent of
our electricity

could be g
ener

a
ted b

y
of
fshor

e wind f
ar
m
s
.

W
hy not read other leaflets in the M

a
d

a
b

o
u

t...
series?

For details telephone 020 7490 1555 or w
rite to:

Publications D
espatch,Friends ofthe Earth,

56-58 Alm
a Street,Luton LU

1 2PH
Youth and Education Program

m
e

Friends ofthe Earth’s Youth and Education Program
m

e provides
a range ofpublications exploring sustainable developm

ent,
citizenship and environm

ental issues,designed to be used w
ithin

a class,youth groups or by individual young people.
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A
sk your parents to turn

the heating dow
n and put

on a jum
per to keep w

arm

D
on’t bin your w

aste,
re-use and recycle things
as m

any tim
es as you can.

Factories pum
p out lots of

pollution w
hen m

aking new
products.Throw

ing aw
ay

less m
eans few

er new
things have to be m

ade.

O
nly boil enough w

ater for
the right num

ber of
cups

w
hen m

aking hot drinks.

U
sing cars all the tim

e to
travel around in,results in
lots of

polluting carbon
dioxide being pum

ped out
into the air.Instead w

alk,
cycle or use public transport
w

henever you can.

U
se less electricity.S

w
itch

off
lights if

you don’t need
them

 and use energy
efficient light bulbs.S

w
itch

off
your TV,video players

or stereo w
hen not in use

rather than leaving them
 

on standby.

S
to

p
p
in

g
p
o
llu

tio
n
 h

e
lp

s
c
u
t clim

ate
ch

a
n
g
e

A
re

yo
u

c
ra

zy a
b
o
u
t

clim
ate

ch
a
n
g
e
?

The w
orld’s top scientists agree – clim

ate
change is real,it’s happening and it’s tim

e to
take action to stop it.

P
o

llu
tio

n
 su

n
 tra

p

C
ars,electricity pow

er stations
and factories burn fossil fuels
(coal,oil,gas and petrol) for
energy.Burning fossil fuels
releases a gas – carbon 
dioxide – into the air.C

arbon
dioxide traps the heat from

 
the sun.This heat cannot
escape,and m

akes the 
w

orld w
arm

 up w
hich 

affects the w
eather.

This is changing 
our clim

ate.

Anim
als,plants 

and people all need 
a certain clim

ate to survive.But
the w

orld’s w
eather and clim

ate
is changing too quickly for m

any
living things to cope w

ith.

B
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e
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o
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W
arm

er tem
peratures across

the globe m
ean that m

ore
countries suffer droughts.
Tropical diseases can also
spread m

ore easily to people
w

hen the w
eather is w

arm
er.

In som
e parts of

the w
orld,

heavy rain is leading to m
ore

floods.Thousands of
people

die or are left hom
eless and

starving as their crops are
w

iped out.

It 
s a

 fa
c
t:

In 1998 ther
e w

as a total of
96 f

loods in 55 countries 
and in China the f

loods 
caused the dea

ths of
m
o
r
e

than 2,000 people
.

W
ild

life
 a

t risk

M
any plants and anim

als w
ill

not get used to clim
ate change

and die out.For exam
ple,

w
arm

er tem
peratures are

m
aking the A

rctic ice cap m
elt.

This m
eans few

er places for
anim

als,such as polar bears,
to live and find food.

A
s the ice m

elts and turns into
w

ater it gets w
arm

er and starts
to expand.This w

ater increases
the w

orld’s sea levels w
hich

w
ashes aw

ay at the coastlines
of

m
any countries.S

om
e birds

w
ho live along the coast cannot

find food oranyw
here to lay

their eggs.


