Dr. Jim Yong Kim
President
The World Bank
1818 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20433
Via email: jkim@worldbank.org

15 November 2017
Dear President Kim
As the UNFCCC Conference of Parties 23 meets in Bonn, we call on the World Bank to fulfil
its commitment to prioritise forests and forest peoples’ rights in its support to borrowing
countries and the implementation of their nationally determined contributions (NDCs).
An estimated 1.6 billion people depend on forests for their livelihood, including some 70
million indigenous people. Forests are home to more than 80 percent of all terrestrial
species of animals, plants and insects. Moreover, forests play a key role in tackling climate
change, providing both mitigation and adaptation benefits. However, as the World Bank’s
2016-20 Forest Action Plan makes clear, forests are “under significant threat” due to
increasing and competing demands for food, fibre, fuel, and minerals, among other
pressures, driving large scale land use changes leading to “economic and social losses and
severe environmental degradation”. Moreover, deforestation and forest degradation is the
third largest source of greenhouse gas emissions, after burning of coal and oil.
The impacts of climate change fall disproportionately on the world’s poorest people with
vulnerable groups, such as women, children and the elderly, being particularly affected. The
protection of forests and forest peoples’ rights is therefore essential for achieving the World
Bank’s twin goals of eliminating extreme poverty and promoting shared prosperity, as
recognised in the Forest Action Plan. Moreover, the Bank is a supporter of the Sustainable
Development Goals, which include a commitment to “promote the implementation of
sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests
and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally.” In addition, forced
evictions of forest peoples must stop. Securing tenure rights for forest peoples plays a
fundamental role in protecting forests.
As the largest source of multilateral finance for forests, and a standard setter for
international finance more broadly, it is important that the World Bank sends clear signals
about the need to protect forests and forest peoples’ rights, both in public messaging and in
its operations, for example, through the Country Partnership Frameworks and by opening up
its Forest Notes for consultation. It must also address the direct and indirect drivers of
deforestation, such as commercial agriculture, infrastructure, energy and mining, which
receive significantly more investment than forests. This includes the impacts on forests of
Bank investments through indirect lending, such as financial intermediaries and
Development Policy Finance. A clear distinction between forest and monoculture tree
plantations is also necessary as this type of plantations, among many other social and
environmental negative effects, are very often drivers of deforestation.

We call on the World Bank to:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Support countries’ implementation of forest related measures in their NDCs,
with a particular focus on IDA countries, including those prioritised for World
Bank support;
Ensure that securing customary rights for indigenous peoples and local
communities are at the center of any forest related intervention, with particular
attention to women. Moreover, projects should not incentivize or contribute to
forced evictions;
Prioritise the protection of forests and the recognition of the rights and inclusion
of forest peoples in the development and implementation of Country
Partnership Frameworks, including in the Systematic Country Diagnostic and
subsequent reviews. This includes opening up the Forest Notes for stakeholder
input;
Ensure that funds are directed to activities that genuinely support forest
conservation and restoration, rather than to those that undermine these efforts,
such as the expansion and promotion of monoculture plantations;
Address and stop investing in direct and indirect drivers of deforestation and
those that violate forest peoples’ rights, including through indirect lending, such
as financial intermediaries and Development Policy Finance; and
Strengthen its safeguards frameworks and their coverage of different loan
operations to provide better protection for forests and the recognition and
securing of forest peoples rights, including for Development Policy Finance.

We thank you in advance for considering these issues and look forward to a continued
dialogue on how they can be addressed.
Sincerely,
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